EXOCET report By Sebastiaan Molenkamp

As autumn arrived, so did my new Exocet Pro Models X-Wave and U-Surf. What better place to put these boards to some serious testing than
Brandon Bay, Ireland. Straight from the box into the boardbag and off I was.
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The forecast predicted pumping thirty knot winds and a solid six meter swell. Once we arrived at Brandon Bay it was more like forty-five knots
and two meter waves - oh well. The howling winds made board choice an easy task. I took out the U-Surf II Pro 76, rigged my 4.0 and hit the
water. This board is awesome! You can just tell it has one thing on its mind, and one thing only: the complete and utter destruction of the wave
it's riding. It handles really well in high-speed bottom turns, and yet its relatively short length allows for some seriously tight turns as well. After
two hours of full-on sailing I needed a break, but the U-Surf just seemed to be hungry for seconds.
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The next day, the wind had backed off to a mellow twenty knots, combined with mast high sets rolling into the bay. The perfect setup for the
X-Wave 93 and a 5.0. The 93's shape hasn't changed compared to last year, which as far as I'm concerned is a good thing; the 93 is definitely my
favourite board. The pro-edition weighs a full kilo less though. So how would this baby handle on the water? While sailing out in the gusty winds
and sizeable waves was quite tricky business, coming back in was all the more fun. The minute you pick up a set wave, the Exocet just wants to
go, go, go. When you finally do steer it down the line, there's simply no stopping it. Super fast, yet always in control, it screams through the
bottom turn straight for the lip. I was amazed by how well a board of this size handled waves that easily exceeded mast high. That day we rode
wave after wave till sunset; a great session.
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The third and final day of the trip we drove up north to catch the last wind and swell of the weekend.
I kicked off with the U-Surf 76 with a 5.0 in logohigh waves. The board really excelled in short turns
in these smaller waves, just like riding a surfboard! After an hour or so, the wind eased off a bit, so
I took out the X-Wave 93 for a final spin. As the sun broke through the clouds, we shot a few
pictures and then headed straight for the airport, wet, tired but oh so pleased!
FIVTZAEOREE. LcEhA L BRORHADREEERHDHILELELTZ, U-Surf 76 125.0 &t
YL, ASNADEDOHIZEYELEL ., CAGNEDOHRTYL, COR—RFOZIMeF—0 DEREIT R
EoLL FHTH—IR—FDLSICEITET ! 1 BHIEET HE AADLEL-DT, X-Wave 93 [
FUYBRZ  BHORRYZELLILICLEL, BABY., AIMOEEZHE =%, BHL ENYZE
ISAMNEL . ERRTTOELLD, FAIFETHERL, TELTLEL,

All'in all an awesome trip with some awesome boards! The X-Wave hasn't changed and so it remains a true and very strong all-rounder. The
U-Surf is a full bred waveboard that excels in riding. It's a completely different story compared to the 2008 U-Surf. In my opinion, the 2009
X-Wave is a more comparable replacement for a 2008 U-Surf than the U-Surf II. That said, Excocet has again managed to put together a great
range of boards for 2009!
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That's it for now, time to hit the water! Hope to tell you more after my trip to Maui.
CHEIFNLSWIZLT, ZAZABITHNTET . YA ADM) T DHE, F-LR—FTELEBVET,



